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Background: Early childhood is a stage in which imaginaton and fantasy develop.
That is why the education at this stage should be focused on developing children’s
imagination. Objectives: This study ams to find whether the use of nursery rhymes in
the waching of English can significantly enhance the mastery of phonemic awareness
along with the noticing of initial sounds, pronouncing and spelling of words used in
communication. Method: Two English teachers and 80 students of eight to nine years
old in the third grade from two elementary schools in Depok-Skeman, Yogyakarta.
Indonesia participated in this study. This study rmpf-n;-J.L;u;uicx]muucilus! design
with the Experimental and Control Groups. Pre-test alkd post-test were used as
instruments to gather data for the study. Results: The findings indicate that the
utilization of nursery rhymes significa enhanced sudents’ scores for overll
mastery of phonemic awareness. Students fTom the experimental group also performed
significantly better in noticing the imitial sounds introduced lhmugé«l alphabetically
arranged words, pronouncing and spelling vocabulary correctly compared to their
counterparts in the control group. Conclusiont This study affirms that the use of
nursery thymes can significantly enhance the students’ knowledee in phonemic
awareness. This study has innovative elements in the teaching of English and has useful
oical implicanions. Hopefully. the Minwstry of Education m Indonesia and the
ner Education Division will train teachers 1o use nursery rhymes to enhance young
learners” phonenuc awareness in English.
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INTRODUCTION

Early childhood is an age of imagination and
fantasy. It is natural to develop the child’s
imagaination] using interesting material such as

brought about by globalisation] The learning of
English as a global medium of communication by the
younger generation in Indonesiaand| the presertation
of national| cultural legacy need #obe a twolold
strategy of any  learning intervention (Musthafa,

songs. tolk tales and nursery rhymes in this stage. In 2010: Sikki, Rahman. Hamra. & Noni. 2013:

carly childhood, the education
involve more activities like playing. clapping and
singing. These activities are considered as the focal
cthod of teaching. This
© gﬁ:ing is to make reciting  and  listening  to  rhymes. children
9 and more enjovable

as it is a panacea for
achieving ﬂu] life's 20als (Yusuf & FEnesi.

objectives of [hephons

idea for making educatid
;xuqui.\iumt\f literacyless
at the carly infancy sta

material  should

Yuwono & Harbon, 2010), Ara (2009) mentioned
that at the elementary school level, many second
language learners responded very well when they
were introduced to nursery rhymes. By repetitively

unconsciously learn how to incorporate sounds of
language with words and sentences. After the end of
a rhyme. it is noticed that children learned words of

2012).From thd teachers’ perspective. apart from the
effectiveness of teaching language. the] teaching
activities, methods, techmiques and lease of
preparation are very important considerations in the
teaching of language(Er, 2014).

As part of the world community. Indonesia faces
challenges when it competes in the global market and
tries to benefit from the economic opportunities

the rhyme at a faster pace. After children learn the
rhyming words. teachers prompt the children to
produce new words with the same rhyming scheme
(Shwetha. 2013). The current study will investigate
the impact of using nursery rhymes in enhancing
phonemic awareness among young Indonesian
English learners using a quasi-experimental research
design. This study will further investigate whether
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